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POLITICS 


Lawmakers aim to overhaul H-1B visa program 


New legislation would make it more difficult for 
outsourcing companies to bring in foreign workers. 


By Tatiana Sanchez 
tsanchez@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


Amid bitter partisan divisions 
over immigration, Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress have 
come together in support of a bill 
being closely watched in Silicon 
Valley that would make it harder 
for certain companies to employ 


skilled foreign workers. 

The plan, expected to go be- 
fore Congress in the new year, 
is aimed at reforming the H-1B 
visa program, which critics say 
allows companies to bring in 
cheaper, skilled foreign labor at 
the expense of American techni- 
cal workers. 

“We created a reform that will 
minimize the abuses,” said Rep. 


Darrell Issa, R-Vista, au- 
thor of the “Protect and 
Grow American Jobs 
Act” that emerged from 
the bipartisan House Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

The bill would likely 
put Indian outsourcing 
firms, outfits that spe- 
cialize in supplying cheaper visa 
workers to larger firms, at a par- 
ticular disadvantage. But it seeks 
to avoid hurting tech companies 
such as Facebook, Microsoft, IBM, 
Qualcomm and others that say 


q they’re highly dependent 
on H-1B workers to stay 
competitive. 

H-1B is a non-immi- 
grant U.S. visa that al- 
lows American companies 
to hire graduate-level for- 
eign workers in specialty 
occupations, such as IT, fi- 
nance, architecture, engineering 
and medicine, where there could 
be a shortage of suitably trained 
domestic employees. 

Many tech firms say the visa 
is critical to ease a shortage of 


employees with highly techni- 
cal skills, but outsourcing firms, 
accused by lawmakers of hir- 
ing cheaper, foreign labor, have 
drawn particular ire. 

Silicon Valley companies, long 
dependent on skilled foreign 
workers to fuel their growth, be- 
gan bracing for changes to immi- 
gration policy as soon as Trump 
was elected. The president made 
immigration central to his cam- 
paign, and has singled out the 
H-1B program. 
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STREET PERFURMERS SAY NEW 
RULES MEAN FEWER DONATIONS 


FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 


MICAH ESCAMILLA —CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 
Singer Steve Whitney, 59, of Riverside, performs during the Festival of Lights on Thursday in Riverside. The City of Riverside 
limited street performers to two locations during the Festival of Lights this year: in front of the Main Library and the Riverside 
Metropolitan Museum. Other locations where they've performed in previous years create a danger, the City Council said. 


The Riverside City Council limited the areas in which people could entertain 
and seek donations, though it says it will review the policy later this year 


By Ryan Hagen 
rhagen@scng.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter 


As he enters the final week of the Fes- 
tival of Lights, street performer John 
Shannon usually has most of the money 
he'll need to get him through the com- 
ing year. 

Formerly homeless, the trumpeter 
now lives in a motor home and performs 
in downtown Riverside year-round. But 
he depends on donations from apprecia- 
tive attendees of the six-week festival for 
most of the year’s living expenses. 

This season, Shannon says he’s made 


less than half his usual profit. 

The cause, he’s certain, is a new rule 
restricting where street performers can 
be during the festival’s peak hours, after 
5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday. They 
used to be allowed on the Main Street 
mall close to the Mission Inn but are 
now farther away. 

“Tt’s going to mean I might not get my 
teeth I was planning to get,” Shannon 
said. “That’s what I was going to spend 
my money on, is new teeth.” 

For most performers, the Festival 
of Lights isn’t financially vital — it’s a 
chance to collect some income while 
spreading their name and some holi- 


day cheer. 

But they agree that the restriction 
has meant smaller audiences and a less- 
charming experience. 

The Riverside City Council voted this 
year to limit performers to two loca- 
tions adjacent to the center of the fes- 
tivities: the main public library and 
the Riverside Metropolitan Museum. 
They worried that the large crowds 
around popular performances choked 
off access along some paths, poten- 
tially blocking emergency vehicles. The 
event, which celebrates its 25th anni- 
versary this year, drew an estimated 
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ROSE PARADE, BOWL 


Eight things that will be ‘Making A Difference’ today 


By Christopher Yee 
cyee@scng.com 
@ChrisMYee on Twitter 


Packed with floats, music and 
magical moments, the 129th 
Tournament of Roses is set to 
be every bit the spectacle view- 
ers around the country expect 
from the New Year’s Day parade. 

With this year’s theme, “Mak- 
ing A Difference,” float riders 
and performers alike have been 
chosen for the contributions 
they have made to their indus- 
tries and communities. 

Here are eight things to look 
for in the 2018 Rose Parade. 

1. Grand Marshal Gary Sinise 

Talk about making a differ- 
ence. 

While Gary Sinise is best 
known as the actor who played 
Lt. Dan Taylor in the film “For- 
rest Gump,” Tournament of 


Gary Sinise was chosen as the 2018 Grand Marshal for the 
Tournament of Roses parade largely for his humanitarian work. 


Roses President Lance Tibbet much if it focusing on veterans 
said he selected Sinise for his and their families. 
decades of humanitarian work, 


LEO JARZOMB — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


“Gary’s humanitarian work 


with our defenders, veterans, 
first responders and their fami- 
lies over the years embodies our 
theme to the fullest,” Tibbet said 
in October. 

Sinise’s work supporting vet- 
erans predates his portrayal of 
Lieutenant Dan, going back to 
the 1980s when he co-founded 
the Vets Night program at the 
Steppenwolf Theatre in Chicago. 

In 2011, he formed the Gary 
Sinise Foundation, whose mis- 
sion is to honor and support 
America’s defenders, veterans, 
first responders, their families 
and those in need. 

2. Star-studded opening and 
closing 

Before the show gets roll- 
ing down Orange Grove Boule- 
vard and onto Colorado Boule- 
vard, YouTube/Broadway/televi- 
sion star Todrick Hall is set to 
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LEGISLATION 


New laws 
cover legal 
status, pol, 


education 


Most of the nearly 900 
bills signed into law by 
Gov. Jerry Brown will 
take effect starting today 


By Don Thompson 
The Associated Press 


SACRAMENTO » California state 
lawmakers in 2017 passed nearly 
900 bills that Gov. Jerry Brown 
then signed into law. Most of 
them take effect today. The new 
laws cover topics ranging from 
the Trump’s effort to enforce im- 
migration law to the state’s new 
recreational cannabis market, to 
the price of a college education. 
Here are some of the laws tak- 
ing effect with the new year: 


Immigration 


= Police no longer are able 
to ask people about their im- 
migration status or participate 
in federal immigration enforce- 
ment actions under a law mak- 
ing California a sanctuary state. 
The law also allows jail officials 
to transfer inmates to federal 
immigration authorities only if 
they have been convicted of cer- 
tain crimes. 

= Immigration officials will 
need a warrant to access work- 
places or employee records, and 
landlords will be barred from 
disclosing tenants’ citizenship. 

= University officials are pro- 
hibited from cooperating with 
immigration officers. 

=" Law enforcement officials 
are barred from detaining a 
crime victim or witness only be- 
cause of an actual or suspected 
immigration violation, or turn- 
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INSIDE 


Open data comes with 
promise and challenges 
Esri in Redlands is working with 
cities, leading to questions of 


what helps and what doesn't. 
BUSINESS on NEWS 9 


JI T 
THE YEAR 
IN PREVIEW 


What will 2018 bring? We 
look at tomorrow’s stories 


From wildfire danger to more 
warehouses being built, these are 
the top five local stories that will 
impact us this year. LOCAL 1 


WEATHER 

Riverside 
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